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October 29, 2016
Saturday, 9:00 am – 12:00 noon

� Learning Cambodian with Signs and Images
   by Chhany Sak-Humphry

   Cambodian is one of the least commonly taught 
languages because it is hard to learn, especially the 
reading and writing components. In my classrooms, I use
pictures to scaffold content. Pictures and images provide
background knowledge and prepare learners for reading,
and it’s a great jumping-off-point for speaking, listening
and writing. Most importantly, learners depict the culture
and interpret the hidden social and economic issues of
people in their environments. 

   The presentation will show how I use pictures, sign and
images to facilitate the development of reading and writ-
ing Cambodian script for the beginner and intermediate
learners and to prepare them as travelers to visit
Cambodia. The focus will be on pictures related to
Angkor Tourism, preservation; pictures (ads, signs) for
tourists to learn and be aware of Cambodian culture,
social, economic and political impact on society; and
daily life of Cambodian people especially the language
that youth are using nowadays. 

� Angkor Wat, Past/Present
   by Paul Lavy

   Angkor Wat, one of the world’s largest and most complex
religious monuments, was originally built in the twelfth
century as a temple dedicated to the Hindu god Vishnu
and later transformed into a Buddhist sanctuary. In more
recent times, Angkor Wat has been re-imagined as a 
symbol of French colonial power, an icon of Cambodian
national identity, a marketing logo, and a major interna-
tional tourist destination. In this lecture we will explore
Angkor Wat’s multifaceted history, its awe-inspiring
architecture, and its central role in Cambodian culture.

FURTHER INFORMATION

Dates

Cambodia – October 29, 2016

The Philippines – November 5, 2016

Sri Lanka – November 12, 2016

*All sessions take place on Saturday mornings, 9:00 am to
12:00 noon.

Place
University of Hawaii — Manoa Campus
• October 29, 2016 - Kuykendall 210
• November 5, 2016 - Kuykendall 210
• November 12, 2016 - Kuykendall 210

Registration
All participants are requested to pre-register.
Please complete a registration form and send it to CAPE.

Fees
Fees are waived for all Hawaii residents.

For additional information, contact:
The Center for Asia-Pacific Exchange
1616 Makiki Street
Honolulu, Hawaii 96822
Telephone: (808) 942-8553
Fax: (808) 941-9575
e-mail: cape@cape.edu
http://www.cape.edu

November 5, 2016
Saturday, 9:00 am – 12:00 noon

� Filipino: A Fun Language To Learn!
   by Leticia Pagkalinawan

   This is a one-hour session on learning about the Filipino
language, for beginners with very little or no background
in the language.  It covers basic vocabulary, pronuncia-
tion and frequently used expressions. Relevant culture
points assist the learners in understanding the different
aspect of Philippine culture, and games, songs, and 
other interactive activities make the language learning
experience fun and enjoyable.

� Performing Filipino Identity
   by Ricardo Trimillos

   The Philippines sees itself as a unique culture and nation
in Asia, often describing itself as "the only Christian
nation in Asia." Influences from two colonial experiences
under Spain and the United States lead many Filipinos to
humorously characterize their colonial history as "three
hundred years in the convent and forty years in
Hollywood." These external influences are domesticated
in a number of significant ways, which shows Filipino
agency in constructing its culture. The presentation 
discusses the ways in which Filipinos metaphorically
"perform" being Filipino in terms of values and folkways
as well as literally "performing" identity through festivals
and religious observances. We will focus on Filipino
social values and their manifestation through events as
performance, and touch upon Filipino identity in the
diaspora.

November 12, 2016
Saturday, 9:00 am – 12:00 noon

� Sri Lanka: Culture & Nationhood
   by Wimal Dissanayake

   The relationship between nationhood and culture is as
complex as it is interesting. Culture informs nationhood
and nationhood shapes culture. As the eminent anthro-
pologist Clifford Geertz remarked, culture can most 
usefully be understood as the webs of meaning we spin
around ourselves. In my talk I wish to explore these ideas
in relation to the experience of Sri Lanka as a developing
country.
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Wimal Dissanayake teaches in the Department of
Political Science at the University of Hawai‘i and was
the Director of Cultural Studies at the East-West
Center. He is the author and editor of over thirty
books in English published by prestigious university
presses such as Oxford, Cambridge, Duke and
Minnesota. He has written an equal number of books
in his mother tongue, Sinhalese. As a foremost poet
and literary critic in Sri Lanka, he has received nation-
al awards for his work. Recently Kelaniya University
of Sri Lanka awarded him a D.Litt. in recognition of
his contributions to Sri Lankan culture.

Paul Lavy is an associate professor of South and
Southeast Asian art history at the University of
Hawai‘i at Mānoa. He received his Ph.D. in South
and Southeast Asian art history from UCLA, and sub-
sequently taught ancient art history at Loyola
Marymount University, and Asian and Islamic art his-
tory at Pennsylvania State University. Dr. Lavy has
conducted research in India and throughout
Southeast Asia, particularly in Cambodia and
Thailand, as well as in Vietnam, where he lived and
worked as an independent lecturer and researcher
prior to coming to Hawai‘i. His ongoing research
investigates the links between art, architecture and
politics in early historic Southeast Asia. His primary
interests are the Hindu-Buddhist artistic traditions
associated with Mekong Delta and Pre-Angkorian
Khmer civilizations and their relationships with the art
of South Asia (ca. 5th – 9thC CE). He is currently
researching and writing a book on early sculpture
from Thailand, Laos, Cambodia, and Vietnam, enti-
tled The Crowned Gods of Early Southeast Asia.

Leticia Pagkalinawan is assistant professor of Filipino
and Philippine literature at the University of Hawai‘i
at Mānoa. Previously she taught Filipino language
and literature in the Filipino Program at the University
of Michigan, Ann Arbor, and served as assistant pro-
fessor and Chair of the Filipino Department at the
University of Asia and the Pacific in the Philippines.
Dr. Pagkalinawan has published multiple books and

articles, mainly on the topic of Philippine language
education, but also books of stories in Filipino. She
has spoken extensively at language and education
conferences in the Philippines and in the U.S. Her
current projects include research through her work in
teaching elementary Filipino at the University of
Hawai‘i, and designing family, school, and communi-
ty partnerships to safeguard heritage languages.

Chhany Sak-Humphry is an associate professor in
Khmer and the Coordinator of the Khmer Language
Program at the University of Hawai‘i, and in the uni-
versity’s Study Abroad program in Cambodia. Her
research specializations include Old Khmer language,
paleography, and modern Khmer, as well as foreign
language teaching and language-learning using tech-
nology. She has received several US-DOE grants to
develop innovative teaching materials for all levels.
She has expanded and incorporated new technology
that can assist in language teaching and learning. In
addition to her extensive teaching experience, Dr.
Sak-Humphry has used her expertise, in several pro-
fessional capacities, to work with and serve as an
advocate for refugees and immigrants.

Ricardo D. Trimillos is Professor Emeritus in Asian
Studies at the School of Pacific & Asian Studies, and
in Ethnomusicology at the Music Department, having
retired from the University of Hawai‘i in 2011.
Recognized both nationally and internationally, he
has served as consultant to a number of governments
including Poland, Malaysia, the Philippines, and
Hong Kong in the area of arts and public policy. His
research and teaching focus on the expressive arts
(music, dance, theatre) in their cultural context, and
his topics include Hawai‘ian music and dance, the
music of Muslim groups in the Southern Philippines,
Catholic folk music in the Lowland Philippines, and
the traditional music of Japan. His theoretical
emphases encompass music and ethnic identity, the
arts and public policy, and issues of gender in the arts
of the Pacific and Asia. Dr. Trimillos performs and
has taught Japanese koto and gagaku, and Filipino
rondalla and kulintangan.

The CAPE Language and Culture Seminar is intended to
familiarize the business and leisure visitor to Asian countries
with basic cultural information and language forms, in order
to promote international understanding and exchange.  The
seminar, which this year features Cambodia, the Philippines
and Sri Lanka, focuses upon (1) understanding the region 
and its people, (2) its languages and their histories, 
(3) characteristics of personal relations, and (4) social 
customs and etiquette.

Seminars span three hours and are scheduled on Saturday
mornings from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon.  The 2016 Seminar
schedule is as follows:

    Saturday, October 29, 2016
    Learning Cambodian with Signs and Images
    By Chhany Sak-Humphry

    Angkor Wat, Past/Present
    By Paul Lavy

    Saturday, November 5, 2016
    Filipino: A Fun Language to Learn! 
    By Leticia Pagkalinawan

    Performing Filipino Identity
    By Ricardo Trimillos

    Saturday, November 12, 2016
    Sri Lanka: Culture & Nationhood
    By Wimal Dissanayake

Lectures will be followed by ample time for discussion and
feedback.  All lectures are free to the public; however, 
registration is required as space is limited (please write, call,
fax, or e-mail – see contact information below).

All those interested, whether planning travel or simply 
curious, are encouraged to attend the seminars where a
wealth of information will be provided.  Please plan to attend
any or all of these informative and timely presentations on
Cambodia, the Philippines and Sri Lanka.  We look forward
to hearing from you soon.

With warm Aloha, 

The Center for Asia-Pacific Exchange
Honolulu, Hawaii

THE CENTER FOR ASIA-PACIFIC EXCHANGE, a publicly
supported, non-profit, educational institution, was estab-
lished in Honolulu, Hawaii in November 1980.

For additional information write to:
The Center for Asia-Pacific Exchange

1616 Makiki Street, Honolulu, Hawaii 96822
Tel:  (808) 942-8553 • Fax:  (808) 941-9575

E-mail: cape@cape.edu
Website: www.cape.edu

Cambodia
The Philippines
Sri Lanka

Enhancing
Asia-Pacific Harmony

in the 21st Century
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