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THE CENTER FOR ASIA-PACIFIC
EXCHANGE, a publicly supported, non-
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Education and Training (ACCET), a
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by the U.S. Secretary of Education.
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The Center for Asia-Pacific Exchange
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Honolulu, Hawaii  96823-3397
Tel: (808) 942-8553
Fax: (808) 941-9575

E-Mail: cape@cape.edu

Visit our website: 
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FORUM REGISTRATION FORM
The 34th Annual American Studies Forum

Name (last) (first)

Home Address

zip: Tel:

Present Position & Business Address 

zip: Tel:

E-mail address 

HOTEL RESERVATION

Hotel Check-In Date Hotel Check-Out Date 

Pagoda Hotel (per person per night): Double Occupancy ($60.00) Single Occupancy ($120.00)

• I/We will make individual arrangements other than the Pagoda Hotel: 

• Please return this form and make checks payable to: The Center for Asia-
Pacific Exchange, P.O. Box 23397, Honolulu, Hawaii  96823-3397, U.S.A. 

• _______ I have enclosed the $400 registration & tuition fee.

• For information and assistance, please do not hesitate to contact CAPE
[Tel. (808) 942-8553; Fax (808) 941-9575;  E-mail cape@cape.edu]

• I obtained forum information from (optional): _____________________

______________________________________________________

Please circle: Dr. - Male / Female
Mr. / Mrs. / Ms. / Miss

What [Abraham] Lincoln has to Teach us about Political Ethics

Late Strange Twists on the American-Dream--Edward Albee, Hunter Thompson, 
Stephen Colbert, and other Satirists of the Pageant of the Exceptional

Corporations and Life Writing

Domesticating the Pineapple

What Color is American Politics?

The Role of Income Inequality in American Politics

Asian-American Images in Hollywood

The Contemporary Literature of Hawai'i 

American Empire or American Decline

Send Correspondence to: � Home Address     � Business Address

Testimonial Uses of Life Writing”, and with Purnima Bose she has
edited the volume CULTURAL CRITIQUE AND THE GLOBAL CORPO-
RATION (Indiana UP, 2010). She is at work on a manuscript on the
cultural history of the pineapple in Hawai’i.  Dr. Lyons received her
BA from Moorhead State University, and her MA and Ph.D. from the
University of Texas, Austin    

Deane Neubauer is Emeritus Professor of Political Science at the
UH, Senior Advisor to the East-West Center, and Director of the
Globalization Research Network. He has been in the Department of
Political Science at UH since 1970, serving as chair of the depart-
ment from 1975 to 1978. From 1980-88, he was the Dean of the
College of Social Sciences; he has also served as Chancellor of
UH-Mānoa, and as Vice President for Academic Affairs. Dr.
Neubauer received his BA from the University of California,
Riverside in 1962 and his MA and Ph.D. from Yale University in
1966, all in political science.

Gary Pak is a professor of English at the University of Hawaii at
Manoa, where he teaches creative writing and Ethnic American lit-
erature.  He is a third-generation Korean American whose grand-
parents, fleeing an occupied Korea, arrived in Hawaii in 1905.  Pak
has published five works of fiction, including the novels A
Ricepaper Airplane and Children of a Fireland.  His most recent
publication is Brothers Under a Same Sky, a novel about the
Korean War, from the University of Hawaii Press.

Manfred B. Steger is Professor of Political Science at the
University of Hawai'i-Manoa. He has served as an academic con-
sultant on globalization for the US State Department and as an
advisor to the PBS TV series “Heaven on Earth: The Rise and Fall
of Socialism.” He is the author or editor of twenty-one books on
globalization, global history, and the history of political ideas,
including the award-winning Globalisms: The Great Ideological
Struggle of the 21st Century 3rd ed. (Rowman & Littlefield, 2009);
the bestselling Globalization: A Very Short Introduction 2nd ed.
(Oxford University Press, 2009); and Justice Globalism (Sage
2013).

Ron Bontekoe earned his doctorate in philosophy at the University
of Toronto in 1988. Since joining the Philosophy Department at the
University of Hawaii-Manoa in 1990, he has served as the depart-
ment’s graduate chair for fourteen years, and is currently the
department chair. He has published four books—two monographs
(The Nature of Dignity and Dimensions of the Hermeneutic Circle)
and two co-edited anthologies (Blackwell’s Companion to World
Philosophies and Justice and Democracy: Cross-Cultural
Perspectives). His main research interest these days is in the
metaethical implications of evolutionary biology.

Craig Howes has been the Director of the Center for Biographical
Research since 1997, the Editor and Co-Editor of Biography: An
Interdisciplinary Quarterly since 1994, and a Professor of English
at the University of Hawai‘i at Mānoa since 1980. His book Voices
of the Vietnam POWs: Witnesses to Their Fight was a Choice
Notable Book for 1995, and his collection Teaching Life Writing
Texts co-edited with Miriam Fuchs, was published in the Options
in Teaching Series by the Modern Language Association in 2008.
From 2005 to 2009, he served on the Executive Committee for the
Division of Biography, Autobiography, and Life Writing of the
Modern Language Association. A co-producer of the television
documentary series Biography Hawai‘i, his collection The Value of
Hawai‘i: Knowing the Past, Shaping the Future (2010), co-edited
with Jonathan Kay Kamakawiwo‘ole Osorio, is in its fourth printing.
He is also the list manager for IABA-L, the principal source of infor-
mation for members of the International Auto/Biography
Association, and has published many essays and reviews on life
writing in various journals and collections. 

Laura E. Lyons is Professor of English and Director of Graduate
Studies at the University of Hawaii at Manoa.  She teaches class-
es in culture studies, post-colonial literatures, and Irish Studies
that attempt both to ground literary and other forms of cultural pro-
duction--film, video, music, murals, ephemeral materials--in their
specific locations and to compare such work across a number of
geo-political sites.  With Cynthia Franklin, she has co-edited the
special issues of BIOGRAPHY entitled “Personal Effects: The

in a globalizing 
world
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FORUM COURSE DESCRIPTION

� What [Abraham] Lincoln has to Teach us about
Political Ethics
By Ron Bontekoe  
The paper will focus on the virtues that distinguished
Lincoln's approach to the practice of politics from that
of the vast majority of his contemporaries, and indeed,
from the vast majority of all practicing politicians. The
central question the paper will attempt to answer is how
to bring about substantial political change, in the service
of a moral ideal, without allowing one's commitment to
the ideal to be undermined in the process of compro-
mising with adversaries and accommodating the politi-
cal realities that define and limit what is achievable.

� Late Strange Twists on the American Dream –
Edward Albee, Hunter Thompson, Stephen Colbert,
and other Satirists of the Pageant of the Exceptional
By Craig Howes
The American Dream is a weighty and all-too-familiar
term for certain historical, cultural, and aesthetic
notions about America's and Americans' unique destiny.
This seminar will discuss a number of writers, play-
wrights, and media performers who subject this familiar
idea to  extreme forms of critique, yet often at the same
time seem to mourn the loss of the ability even to pre-
tend to believe in success, optimism, and strength as
quintessential American qualities.

� Corporations and Life Writing
By Laura Lyons
Corporations affect our lives in big and small ways, and
increasingly in the US, the rights of such companies
have come to outstrip those of individuals. This seminar
will consider the doctrine of "corporate personhood"
enshrined in US law in 1886 in the Santa Clara v.
Southern Pacific Railroad case, which used the 
fourteenth amendment to the US Constitution to grant 
corporations rights equivalent to people. How this 
doctrine has shaped the stories that we tell about 
corporations, their founders, their CEOs, and their 
workers will serve as the focus of our discussion.

� Domesticating the Pineapple
By Laura Lyons
This seminar will look at how the iconography of the
Hawai'i-grown pineapple helped to shape the US imagi-
nary from the turn of the twentieth century to  the run
up to island's bid for statehood in 1959. We will look at
early pineapple can labels, advertisements, elementary
school teaching materials, and photographs of cannery
workers in Honolulu to trace how the pineapple, an odd
and somewhat intimidating fruit, became a crucial part
of American cuisine at the same time as the islands
were incorporated as part of our national territory.

� What Color is American Politics?
By Deane Neubauer
American states are colored red or blue on an electoral
map designating whether they tend to vote Republican
or Democratic in elections.  However, we know that the
so-called "wings" of the parties give them a much more
differentiated identity. In this presentation we will look
at political differentation in American politics.

� The Role of Income Inequality in American Politics.
By Deane Neubauer
For the past four decades the United States has 
witnessed a startling increase in income and wealth
inequality. In this presentation we will examine this 
phenomenon historically and ask how the growth of
inequality in the current period is affecting American
politics.

� Asian-American Images in Hollywood
By Gary Pak
Since the early beginnings of Hollywood, Asians and
Asian Americans have been portrayed in American films
with mixed sensitivities, mainly in negative, stereotypi-
cal terms.  In this session, these images will be ana-
lyzed through the lens of historical and social contexts.

� The Contemporary Literature of Hawai'i
By Gary Pak
The contemporary writings–fiction, poetry, drama–of
Hawai'i will be discussed through the contexts of history
and social movements, beginning with a brief discus-
sion on the early writings of Native Hawaiians as a 
literary foundation for these writings.

� American Empire or American Decline
By Manfred Steger
Over the last few years, there have been important
global debates over whether the 21st century will see
the rise of a 'Post-American World Order'. Suggesting
that there have been three distinct phases of 'American
Empire' in the 1990s, 2000s, and 2010s, this presenta-
tion will discuss the current role of the United States
with a special focus on global issues of great relevance
for the Asia-Pacific region.

Dates
August 6 - 13, 2014

Place
Accommodations:  Pagoda Hotel
Workshop: The Center for Asia-Pacific Exchange

Most sessions will be held at the University of
Hawai`i at Manoa.

Expenses (8 days)
Tuition Fee ................................$400.00
(Payment due by June 20, 2014)
Accommodations (double occupancy)

$60.00 x 8 nights ............$480.00
Total Expenses ..........................$880.00

The tuition costs include a $100 non-refundable registra-
tion fee.  The tuition fee will be fully refunded when can-
celled prior to the start of the program.

Housing
A special rate of $60.00 per person on a double occupan-
cy basis at Pagoda Hotel is available. Single occupancy is
available at $120.00 per night. Double occupancy can be
arranged as numbers of participants permit. When an odd
number of participants are enrolled, alternate occupancy
arrangements may be made. Double occupancy arrange-
ments cannot be guaranteed in the event of cancellation or
reservation changes by participants. It is strongly suggest-
ed that you select your roommate yourself, either prior 
to or upon arrival. Please be advised that you will pay a
single occupancy rate should you not have a roommate.

Dining
Participants are free to purchase individual meals from 
the hotel restaurant, or try the numerous fine restaurants
nearby.

Cancellation & Refund Policy
If a participant informs CAPE of cancellation prior to the
beginning of the formal program start date, tuition fees will
be fully refunded within thirty (30) days of the first sched-
uled day of the program or the date of cancellation,
whichever is sooner.  No refunds will be given thereafter,
and the $100 registration fee is non-refundable.

Registration
The completed application form and the $400.00
tuition/registration fee should be sent to CAPE no later
than June 20, 2014. Registration can also be complet-
ed electronically at www.cape.edu.

This forum is specifically designed for scholars, faculty,
and graduate students interested in subjects related to
America and American Studies.

Medical Insurance
It is recommended that participants purchase medical
insurance prior to departture.

Paper Presentation
If you are interested in presenting a paper dealing with
America and American Studies, please enclose a 200 word
abstract or description of the proposed presentation with
your completed registration form.  You will be notified if
the schedule permits the inclusion of your paper in one of
the sessions.

FURTHER INFORMATION

FORUM SCHEDULE

Wednesday, August 6 ..................Hotel Check-In 
1:00 pm - 3:00 pm ...................Registration 
3:00 pm - 4:00 pm ...................Orientation

Thursday, August 7
8:30 am - 12:20 pm ..................Sessions 

Friday, August 8 
8:30 am - 12:20 pm ..................Sessions 

Saturday, August 9.......................Free 

Sunday, August 10 .......................Free 

Monday, August 11
8:30 am - 12:20 pm ..................Sessions 

Tuesday, August 12 
8:30 am - 12:20 pm ..................Sessions 

Wednesday, August 13 
8:30 am - 11:20 am ..................Sessions 
11:30 am - 12:20 pm ................Closing

• A detailed schedule of course topics will be available
upon your arrival in Honolulu.

• Afternoons are free for individual research and/or sight-
seeing and tours.

• While attending the workshop, participants have access
to University of Hawai`i libraries.

• A certificate will be awarded upon completion of the
program.

• CAPE can assist participants when they visit places of
historical and educational significance as well as popu-
lar tourist attractions, upon request.  When necessary,
CAPE arranges group tours to popular tourist spots such
as the Polynesian Cultural Center and Sea Life Park.

DEANE NEUBAUER

GARY PAK

CRAIG HOWES

LAURA LYONS

RON BONTEKOE

MANFRED STEGER
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